
Cotton Flow
Exports, Imports, and the Flow Out of China



Top four exporters by origin of raw 
cotton account for 80% of global 
shipments of raw cotton
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Source: USDA – Cotton: World Markets and Trade, 
data for 2020/21 crop year; August 1, 2020 through July 31, 2021



Cotton Imports

Top five importers of raw cotton 
account for about 80% of globally 
traded cotton
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Source: USDA – Cotton: World Markets and Trade, 
data for 2020/21 crop year; August 1, 2020 through July 31, 2021



Source: USDA – Cotton: World Markets and Trade, ITMF – Cotton Industry Statistics, WTO – World Trade Statistical Review
Data in 480 lbs bales. 1 ton = 4,593 bales. Figures may not sum due to rounding.





Source: USDA – Cotton: World Markets and Trade, Beijing Cotton Outlook, and China National Cotton Exchange.  
Data in 480 lbs bales. 1 ton = 4,593 bales. Figures may not sum due to rounding.
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Source: USDA – Cotton: World Markets and Trade, Beijing Cotton Outlook, and China National Cotton Exchange. Sanction and seizure information from 
US Department of Treasury and US Customs and Border Protection. Data in 480 lbs bales. 1 ton = 4,593 bales. Figures may not sum due to rounding.



Sources: Beijing Cotton Outlook, 
China National Cotton Exchange, 

China Customs, Trade Data Monitor. 
Data in 480 lbs bales. 

1 ton = 4,593 bales. 
Figures may not sum due to rounding.
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© 2021 Cotton Incorporated. 
All rights reserved; America's Cotton Producers and Importers

Disclaimer: The information contained herein is derived from public and private subscriber news sources believed to be reliable; 
however, Cotton Incorporated cannot guarantee its accuracy or completeness.  

No responsibility is assumed for the use of this information and no express or implied warranties or guarantees are made. The
information contained herein should not be relied upon for the purpose of making investment decisions.  

This communication is not intended to forecast or predict future prices or events.
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